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Griepp and Lansman Aortic Symposium 2012IntroductionRandall B. Griepp, MD, and Steven L. Lansman, MD, PhDDr Griepp. When Dr Lansman conceived this symposium,
now a quarter of a century ago, we did not imagine that it
would be still going 25 years later, and as busy and well-at-
tended as it is.We are delighted to have you all here.Wewould
like to think it is still the same symposium, that its primary pur-
pose is to talk about what is going on in the treatment of aortic
disease and try and make all of us better physicians and sur-
geons in the care of our patients. It is a great pleasure for me
towelcomeyou to the13thAorticSymposium,nowsponsored
by The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS).
Dr Lansman. This is the 13th in the series; we started in
1988, so this is our 24th year. Starting in 2008, the sympo-
sium has been held under the auspices of the AATS, so this
is our third meeting with the AATS. The attendance this
year is more than 1000.
The program committee includes Drs Joe Bavaria,
Joe Coselli, Randall Griepp, Nick Kouchoukos, DaveFrom the Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Mount Sinai School of Medicine,
New York, NY; and the Department of Surgery, Westchester Medical Center, Val-
halla, NY.
Disclosures: Drs Griepp and Lansman have nothing to disclose with regard to com-
mercial support.
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The Journal of Thoracic and CaSpielvogel, and Thor Sundt. We have 30 invited faculty
members this year, and throughout this series it has been
our goal to try and convene an international group whose
work is influential on the current thinking in aortic surgery.
I would also like to thank our sponsors, particularly Ter-
umo and Vascutek, Atrium, Covidien, Edwards Lifescien-
ces, Gore, Medtronic, and St Jude. I am sure you know
that their generous support is instrumental in enabling us
to present this meeting.
We had 301 abstracts submitted this year. They were re-
viewed and scored by the program committee. We selected
11 for formal presentation. The entire symposium will be
available at the AATS Web site as a Webcast.
In 2014, the next Aortic Symposium will be here in New
York City once again, April 24 and 25. Once again, it will
immediately precede the AATS Annual Meeting, which
will be held in Toronto.rdiovascular Surgery c Volume 145, Number 3S S1
